Chidreny thEatre

of Western Springs

Class Reglstratlon 2009 2010

Look inside for new classes for 1st graders!



Welcome to our ~hidge:, thigtre
63rd Seasonl of Western Springs

Magic, mystery, and mayhem abound in our 63rd season

of classes and plays. From the beloved tale of the boy who
wouldn’t grow up in Peter Pan and Wendy to Bunnicula’s story
of a most unusual rabbit, this year will be full of productions that
will delight and amuse families and friends of all ages.

Phone; 708.246.4043
Fax 708.246.4015

In addition to some wonderful productions, we also have a few
new classes available to our students. Take a look at our brand
new program for first graders as well as the new classes offered
for older students. Although CTWS is among the oldest and
most established children’s theatres in Chicagoland, we continue
to keep our program fresh and vibrant.

This class brochure has all of the information you and your
family need to sign your student up for classes, but don’t forget
that the fun doesn’t stop with the Children’s Theatre. TWS has a
whole season of shows, classes, and events for adults as well. Be
sure to visit us in person or on the web to find out everything the
Theatre of Western Springs has to offer.

We’re so happy you’re joining us!
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chidren; theatre
of Western Springs

from our Holiday ‘08
production of Scrooge: the Musical




WHERE IS CTWS LOCATED?
CTWS is located at the corner of Hampton and Hillgrove, which is north of
the Burlington Northern Railroad tracks, south of Ogden Avenue, west of
Wolf Road, and east of the 294 Tollway, in Western Springs. On the web
at: www.theatreofwesternsprings.com.

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY
The Theatre of Western Springs (TWS) was founded under the leadership
of Mary Cattell in 1929. The charter members dedicated themselves to
promoting theatrical education, literacy, culture, and civic progress via the
production of plays in the community. They believed in the need for en-
tertainment in the community, for a creative outlet, and for the individual
to understand himself/herself and his/her universe. They felt strongly that
these needs could be met through the performing arts.

In 1946 CTWS was organized by TWS under the direction of Ella Heim-
brodt, one of the charter members of the adult theatre. CTWS remains a
full, well-rounded program that emphasizes the very basics of theatre arts.
Classes at CTWS focus on all aspects of theatre, including acting, voice,
movement, stagecraft, playwriting, technical theatre, front of house, and
backstage areas.

MISSION STATEMENT
CTWS strives to provide a comprehensive theatre education that encom-
passes both artistic and technical aspects. These are our objectives: to help
our students develop an appreciation of theatre, to challenge our students
to expand their thoughts, abilities and talents through creative dramatics,
and finally to impart love, understanding, a spirit of collaboration, and a
lifelong commitment to theatre.

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
CTWS does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, ability, disability
or medical condition against those who otherwise qualify. CTWS strives
to meet the needs of persons with disabilities. CTWS has handicapped
parking, entrances and restrooms. If your student has additional needs
please inform us at the time of registration, and we will do everything we
can reasonably do to accommodate the student’s needs. However, it is
our policy that staff not administer or accept custody of medication of any
kind. There is no registered nurse at CTWS.
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CAST SELECTION and VOLUNTEERISM
Students do not audition. Cast selection is the result of teacher recommenda-
tions, attendance, involvement, availability, continued volunteerism, and ap-
propriateness of any given student for a role in the production. Eligibility for
casting is restricted to the CTWS student body. Students will not be cast until
at least their second full year and only after they have volunteered on a crew
for at least one production. While CTWS offers several types of performance
opportunities throughout the year including Holiday, Spring Mainstage, High
School Repertory Company, and Trouping shows, students are not guaranteed
arole in any production. In addition, their involvement in open house perfor-
mances may be limited by their class attendance. The emphasis at CTWS is
on learning what can be accomplished when people work together. Therefore,
students are much more likely to work backstage or in front of house than to
receive an acting role in a production.

In addition to being a prerequisite for being cast in a role, students can learn
practical skills and leadership while working backstage and front of house.
Students can volunteer in areas such as paint, costumes, makeup, lights,
sound, hospitality, and more. This attitude encourages a complete understand-
ing and appreciation of live theatre for our students—as well as being a great
deal of fun!

ORIENTATION
A mandatory orientation will be held on
Saturday, August 22nd, 2009 at 10:00am
in our Mainstage auditorium.
At least one parent of each student must attend.

During orientation, class lists will be available, the 2009-2010 faculty will

be introduced, information on our productions and volunteer opportunities
will be distributed, final tuition payments may be made, and you may make
changes to your enrollment. Following the orientation, high school students
will provide tours of the facilities to interested parents and students. Ways for
parents to get involved will also be described.

OPEN CLASSES
Each semester ends with an open class during which family and friends are
invited to see what the students have learned as they present short demonstra-
tions. We ask that families visit only during these designated times to help our
students focus on their work.

CLASSES BEGIN the week of September 14th, 2009
CLASSES END the week of May 13th, 2010



PAYMENTS

Minimum deposit $100 for each class.
Cash, check or charge (Master Card, Visa, AMEX or Discover).
All balances are due by the first class.
After Sept. 30th you will be charged a $20 late fee (per month).
Quarterly payment plans are available upon request.

(A $5.00 service fee will be applied for each payment.)
Need-based scholarships are available. Call for details.
There is no discount for late enrollment in a class.

DISCOUNT PROGRAM
Maximum combined discount $30 per student
or $50 per family with multiple students in our program.
Discounts do not apply to weekend intensives.

® Early Bird—$20 off
(Applies to each student registered by July 13, 2009.)
® TWS Subscriber—$20 off
(Parent or guardian must be subscriber to 2009-2010 season.)
® 2nd Child—3$10 off
(We’ll deduct $10 from the tuition of the second, third, or
fourth child enrolled from a family.)
® 2nd Class—$10 off
(Save $10 when your child takes more than one course.)

REFUNDS & CLASS CHANGES
% withheld by the theatre is based on full tuition cost.
Refund policies are firm.

Drop after Aug. 1 and before 1st class = $50.00 withheld

Drop between 1st & 3rd class = 50% withheld

After September 30, 2009 = No refund will be given

No student will be admitted after November 1st.

Students may not switch class for any reason after November 1st.
No refunds will be given within 30 days of Weekend Intensives.
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Note: The following is subject to change pending actual enrollment per class. A
full refund will be issued to anyone registered in a cancelled class.

Acting + Companion

Grade Class Day Time
1st Creative Drama Tue 4-4:45
Wed 4 -4:45
2nd-3rd Intro to Acting Mon 4-5
Mon 5-6
Tues 4-5
Tues 5-6
Wed 4-5
m Wed 5-6
Q) 4th-5th Acting and Movement Wed 5-6
m Wed 6-7
m Thu 4-5
m 4th-5th Acting and Voice Mon 4-5
— Tue 4-5
U Tue 5-6
4th-5th Acting, Singing and Dance Tue 5-6
[ ' Tue 6-7
c 6th Acting and Musical Theatre Wed 4-5
6th Acting and Beginning Stage Combat Mon 5-6
Q) 6th Acting and Uncommon Characters ~ Mon 6-7
—
: 6th-8th Acting and Mask Mon  5-6:30 (Fall)
1 5 - 6 (Spring)
@ 7th-8th Acting and Stage Combat Mon 6-7
7th-8th Acting and New Takes on Shakes ~ Tue 6-7
; 7th-8th Acting and Acting for the Camera  Thurs 4-5
U Other Classes
M 6th-8th Clowning and Improv Mon 4-5
7th-HS Musical Theatre Wed 5-7
6th-8th Trouping Sat 1-3
Technical Theatre Classes
6th-HS Intro to Technical Theatre Tues 4-6
8th-HS Technical Production Thurs 5-7

High School Only Classes (All meet Thursday 5-7)
Choose one from each column.

Semester 1 Semester 2
Improv Directing
Drama with a Capital “D” Advanced Musical Theatre

Theatre Dance for the Actor Acting for the Camera




‘ On the Mainm‘agﬁ
Peter Pan and Wendy

Adapted by Doug Rand December 4-13, 2009

This magical childhood story comes to life just in time to bring a little magic
to the holiday season. Join Peter Pan, Wendy, Tinker Bell and the Lost Boys
as they find their ways through adventures both comical and swashbuckling
and learn that growing up isn’t such a bad thing after all.

The Stinky Cheese Man

and Other Fairly Stupid Tales

Adapted by Bill Massolia

from the book by Jon Scieszka March 5-14, 2010

Run, run as fast as you can! You have to come see The Stinky Cheese Man!
Based on the quintessential book of fractured fairy tales, The Stinky Cheese Man
takes unexpected twists and turns through your favorite childhood stories. No
character is safe from the silliness so come and join Little Red Running Shorts,
Cinderumpelstiltskin, and the rest for this mad-capped, fun-filled production.

High Cchool Rep ‘
Bunnicula

Story by Deborah and James Howe Adapted for the stage by Jon Klein
Music by Chris Jeffries November 6-15, 2009

What happens when a family discovers a stray bunny rabbit at a showing of

Dracula and decides to bring it home? The humans think all is well, but their other
pets—Chester the Cat and Harold the Dog—aren’t fooled by this strange rabbit for a
second. This musical version of the popular, award-winning book is a delightful com-
bination of the mysterious and comical and is sure to please kids and parents alike.
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CGassamer

by Lois Lowry May 6-8, 2010
Beloved children’s author Lois Lowry brings her novel to life in this beautiful and
haunting tale of dreams, reality and the place where they meet. Gossamer is the story
of dream givers—creatures who collect memories and weave them together to create
dreams—and the troubled boy these creatures are desperately trying to protect. A
perfect blend of the real and the fantastic, Gossamer is a sensitive and compelling
play for thoughtful young audiences and their families.
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Creative Drama 45 minutes Tuition: $365

This brand new class for our youngest students teaches theatre skills through the art
of dramatic play. Students participate in theatre games, pantomimes, literature-based
activities and other age appropriate acting techniques designed to foster creativity
and collaboration. Space is limited, so please sign up early!

2nd 8 3rd Gradec

Introduction to Acting 1 hour Tuition: $385

This class is a wonderful introduction to what theatre is all about. Students are
introduced to who, what, and where by acting out favorite stories and playing theatre
games. They explore the contributing factors of drama including personal experi-
ence, heritage, and imagination. At this level, the emphasis is on extending concen-
tration and focus while teaching discipline, self-esteem, empathy, understanding,
and basic problem solving.

4th s 5th Gradee

Note: The companion class depends on the time and day you wish
to take a class. Check class schedule for times.

Acting + Companion Class 1 hour Tuition: $385

New and returning students benefit from this class. Students begin to study scripted
texts, continue to use theatre games, and develop familiarity with basic theatre
vocabulary. They also identify the similarities/differences between theatre scripts
and other forms of storytelling. They have opportunities to practice cooperation,
communication, consensus, sympathy, and constructive criticism.

companion choices

Movement

This class introduces students to the fundamentals of stage directions, teaches them
awareness of themselves in space and on stage as well as their relationship to others
in space. Specific techniques studied could include beginning mime, movement to
music, and mask.

Voice

Students practice the technical vocal skills of articulation and projection, and create
characterization through the use of voice. Class activities could include everything
from tongue twisters to breathing exercises to radio plays. A great introduction to
speaking clearly and strongly on stage and in life.

Sing and Dance

This class focuses on group singing and movement to Broadway show tunes.
Students will sing popular show tunes and learn choreography to create fun group
production numbers. This class is for students who enjoy musical performance and
who want to build skills and confidence in singing and movement/dance.



6th Grade

Note: The companion class depends on the time and day you wish to take a
class. Check class schedule for times.

Acting + Companion Class 1 hour Tuition: $385

The sixth grade is an important transition time. In their exploration and acting
of scripted material, students learn to explain the wants and needs of characters.
The focus on self-esteem, empathy, understanding, and constructive criticism is
maintained. Students deepen their work in improvisation and theatre games as
well. This class is appropriate for new or returning students.

companion choices

Uncommon Characters, Uncommon Voices

Sometimes actors have to play characters that are very different from them-
selves. Maybe they’re older, from a different city, or not even human! This
class will allow students to explore acting through various characters and situ-
ations found in fantastical scripts such as The Hobbit, The Neverending Story,
Alice in Wonderland and many more. This is the perfect class to help young
actors stretch their talents!

Musical Theatre

This class focuses on the techniques of participating in musical theatre. Stu-
dents sing, dance, move, and act in this energetic course. Again, the focus is on
discipline, creativity, understanding, and encouraging growth. By the end of
the semester, students will have worked on musical numbers from solos to large
group pieces.

Mask for the Actor

(please note that the Fall semester of this class meets for 1 1/2 hours)
Using both neutral and character masks, students will spend the semester
exploring a fun and unique side of theatre. Mask work encourages actors to use
their bodies to express character and emotion. Every actor can benefit from the
skills explored in this fun and unique course. (This class is open to students in
grades 6, 7, & 8).

Beginning Stage Combat

This introduction to the skills required for safe stage combat practices is a great
way to learn something new and add a little more physicality to your theatre
studies. You’ll learn the very basics of how to take a fall, how to throw a punch,
and how to keep yourself and your scene partner from getting hurt during
scenes with stage violence. A great class for the beginning actor or the veteran
performer!
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Other Clacecoc

Trouping (CT Director approval needed) Tuition: $420
6th-8th grades 2 hours

This class provides a unique opportunity for students to learn the basics of “touring”
productions. The first semester, the class will focus on rehearsals for Miss Nelson

is Missing using a minimalist, touring-show approach. In the second semester,
students will tour to a variety of settings, learning to adapt to different spaces,
locations and audiences. Every effort will be made to ensure these performances
are during class time. Requests for other times will not be filled without conferring
with parents. Please check your spring conflicts. It’s important to be available each
weekend of that semester (excluding Spring Break).

Clowning & Improv Tuition: $385
6th-8th grades 1 hour

A fun and playful pair of sessions focused on these special performance styles.
During the clowning semester, students explore everything from juggling to plate
spinning, slap stick to balloon animals. A semester of improv rounds out students’
performance skills as they focus on both comedic improvisation and using improv
techniques to better their all around acting dexterity.

Musical Theatre Tuition: $420
7th grade-High School 2 hours

This class focuses on the techniques of auditioning for and participating in musical
theatre. Students sing, dance, move, and act in this energetic course. The focus is
on discipline, creativity, understanding, and encouraging growth. By year’s end,
students will have worked on everything from solos to large group pieces.

lnfgnglvgg: This year, we’re trying something new with our
intensives. Read on for more info. Non-CTWS students are welcome!

Costume Design (2 hours) 5th-8th grades

Oct. 17, 1pm-3pm Tuition: $25

Have you ever thought about offering to design costumes for a show, but you felt
like you wouldn’t know where to start? You’ll be able to put your insecurities

to rest after this quick and to-the-point class. Whether you know how to sew or
not, you’ll learn how to put together costumes for a show that looks great on the
actors, help establish character, and make the production fabulous!

Makeup (2 hours) 5th-8th grades

Oct. 17, 3pm-5pm Tuition: $25

Just in time for Halloween! This intensive is a great way to get prepared for trick-
or-treating or to learn how to apply stage make-up. Everything from basic tech-
niques to bruises and black eyes to specialty character makeup will be covered.

Additional Intensives may be offered in the Spring. Be sure to watch our
newsletters and emails for more information!
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